Words
Gospel

GOSPEL
Definition: good news. The teaching or revelation of Jesus Christ.
Whenever I hear the word, Gospel, I am reminded of a song I learned as a child that says,
“G-O-S-P-E-L spells Gospel, spells Gospel,
G-O-S-P-E-L means good news, means good news,
Jesus died for sinful men, but He arose and lives again,
One day He’s coming for those who’ve trusted Him
Coming to take us to heaven.”
In its simplest form, Gospel means good news. We all like hearing good news. The good news
is Jesus Christ who being God the Son, took on human form, coming to this sinful earth to live
the perfect life. He chose to take your place on the cross to pay the punishment for your sin.
The best news is that Jesus didn’t stay dead. Three days later He rose again, defeating sin once
and for all. Now He waits for you to repent of your sin and place your faith and trust in Him
alone to save you from sins punishment.
When Jesus was on this earth He taught of Himself, His Kingdom and explained that He came
to save us. After His death Jesus revealed Himself at His resurrection. Towards the end of each
of the 4 Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke & John), Jesus tells His disciples to share the Gospel
(good news) with the world.
As I started to write on the word, Gospel, I reread a quote that I have written on the front page
of where the New Testament starts in my Bible. Knowing that the Gospel is the good news of
Jesus Christ, it seemed fitting to share it with you. Charles Spurgeon wrote,
“He who does not long to know more of Christ, knows nothing of Him yet.”
As you study the word Gospel this month, it is my prayer that you would long to know more
the good news of Jesus Christ each day and strive to live out His Gospel in your own life.

WEEK 1: MATTHEW
Waiting. No one really likes that word. Our world has been taught to be instantly satisfied.
Imagine being Israel and waiting for the promised Messiah. They waited thru the entire Old
Testament and saw glimpses of hope for their Messiah who was to come. At the end of the Old
Testament they are left with 400 years of silence. What was happening? Had God forgotten His
promise to send a Messiah?
The silence is broken in scripture by a disciple named Matthew. He was a Jew who worked for
the Romans as a tax collector. When Jesus called Matthew in chapter 9 he used his name
Matthew. In two of the other Gospels (Mark & Luke) Matthew is referred to as Levi. It is likely
that Levi was his Jewish name. Mark 2:14 tells that Levi, the tax collector, was the son of
Alphaeus. Matthew was his Greek name. More than once in scripture you see people who were
given a name in two different languages. God changed Saul to Paul and Simon to Peter. The
meaning behind Matthew’s name is, “Gift of Yaweh.”
Matthew would have been very disliked by his own people because they would have viewed
him as somewhat of a traitor working for Rome. Not only that, but tax collectors were also
known as thieves and among the worst of sinners because they would charge people more on
their taxes and then keep the extra for themselves. Matthew would have been literate in Greek
and seems that he was a well organized man. He cared about the details and was very specific
in his writing. The Gospel of Matthew is specifically written to Jewish people who would have
been living in strict Hebrew tradition.
The main theme of the Gospel of Matthew is that Jesus Christ is the long awaited Messiah and
Son of God. The first chapter of Matthew starts with the genealogy of Jesus Christ. Because
Matthew’s audience was primarily Jewish people, it was important to take them all the way
back to Abraham and trace Jesus thru the Davidic ancestry to show that the messianic
prophecies in the Old Testament are fulfilled in Him.
You find the calling of Matthew in chapter 9:9-13,
“As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s
booth. ‘Follow me,’ he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.
While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners came and
ate with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, ‘Why does
your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?’
On hearing this, Jesus said, ‘It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. But go and
learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous,
but sinners.’”
Isn’t it interesting that Jesus chose Matthew, a tax collector, to be one of His first disciples.
Matthew doesn’t hesitate one second when Jesus calls and immediately leaves his sinful life

behind him to follow Jesus. Matthew’s house seems to have been the gathering place for quite
a few people. Many of whom were known as tax collectors and probably friends of Matthew.
The religious leaders immediately get upset questioning why Jesus would eat with such
people? Jesus response is very thought provoking. He came for the sick and sinful people of
this earth, not the healthy and righteous. This is the exact reason Jesus chose Matthew to be
one of His disciples. Matthew fit that description pretty well.
Jesus started His earthly ministry right after His temptation by Satan in the wilderness. His
message was the same as His cousin, John the Baptist, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven has come near.’” Matthew 4:17 The first earthly message that Jesus preached was to
stop living for your Kingdom in this world and instead choose to live for the Kingdom of God.
In the following chapter you find Jesus preaching the Sermon on the Mount. He taught the
people what it meant to have a Kingdom mindset. Some have called His message, The Upsidedown Kingdom because it is the total opposite of everything this world teaches. Jesus helped
to change their mindset from physical to spiritual.
As you continue reading in chapter 4 it shows how popular Jesus became because of the
miracles of healing He would perform among the people. Matthew 4:23-25,
“Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of
the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. News about him
spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, those
suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed; and he
healed them. Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region
across the Jordan followed him.”
People came to Jesus more for what He could do physically for them. Every time Jesus met a
physical need, He always shared the good news of His salvation to meet their spiritual need as
well. Jesus’ good news was an invitation to come to Him in Matthew 11:28,
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
As you near the end of the Gospel of Matthew, you find Jesus in a conversation with His
disciples in Matthew 24:3-14,
“As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. ‘Tell us,’ they
said, ‘when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the
age?’
Jesus answered: ‘Watch out that no one deceives you. For many will come in my name,
claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will deceive many. You will hear of wars and rumors of wars,
but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to
come. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and
earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of birth pains.

‘Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all
nations because of me. At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate
each other, and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. Because of the
increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, but the one who stands firm to the end
will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a
testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.”
Jesus speaks a lot of truth here that is important to understand. He warns them to watch out
for fakes who will deceive many by claiming to be the Messiah. This is why you believers must
stay close to Jesus and grounded in His truth so you won’t fall for the deception. As our world
continues to get farther from Jesus and His truth, there will be wars but, you must remember
what Jesus said, see to it that you are not alarmed. In other versions it says, see that you are
not frightened. As a follower of Jesus there is no room for fear in your life, only faith to believe
all that Jesus says will happen.
Even though all of these big events will take place, He says the end is still to come. This is just
the beginning of God’s plan that will continue to unfold in His perfect timing to prepare the
way for more good news of Jesus second coming. As Jesus follower don’t be surprised when
you are hated by all nations because of Him. More false prophets will arise and continue to
deceive. Brothers and sisters, I will say it again, THIS is why you must remain rooted and
grounded in Jesus so that you can stand firm to the end.
The last verse I want you to look at closely. Jesus said, this gospel (good news) of the
kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end
will come. Note, Jesus will not return until His Gospel is known in the entire world.
So, how does the world hear this good news? It starts with YOU. Think back to a time when you
were told some of the best news ever and you couldn’t keep it to yourself. You had to tell
someone or multiple people. That is exactly what you need to do with the greatest news, Jesus
Himself. Don’t keep it to yourself. This Gospel (good news) is meant to be shared with the
whole world.
If you go back to the beginning of the devotional and remember that the main theme of the
Gospel of Matthew is, Jesus the long awaited Messiah and Son of God, it seems that at Jesus
crucifixion some truly recognized Him to be the Son of God. Read what the centurion said at
the end of Matthew in 27:54,
“When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all
that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, ‘Surely He was the Son of God!’”
The Gospel was good news for Matthew. He needed saving from his sinful life of thievery and
Jesus was the answer. Jesus met Matthew right where he was at in life. What sin in your life do
you struggle with? Jesus is the answer for you too. Romans 5:6-10 says,

“You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might
possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more
shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him! For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were
reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall
we be saved through his life!”
News always motivates you in some way. It can motivate you to share what you know with
others, it can motivate you to stress out or it can motivate you to become involved with
something you’re passionate about. It’s hard to find good news in the world today.
The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the good news that motivates you to live the Christian life.

WEEK 2: MARK
Being homeschooled I remember one of the subjects my Mom taught us was current events.
She wanted us to know what was going on in the world around us. There were a few ways my
siblings and I could get the news we needed and that was either by reading the newspaper or
listening to the radio. Every morning my Mom would give us a test on the current events of our
world. Not all of the news we read or listened to was good news. In fact many times it was
quite the opposite. Often the news of this world was discouraging, depressing and sometimes
put fear in people.
This month you are choosing to live by the word, Gospel. Gospel means the good news of
Jesus Christ and His kingdom. This good news gives you hope of a Savior and His kingdom
that will never end.
Today you will look at the Gospel according to Mark. Mark was also known as John Mark. He
went on the first missionary journey with Paul and Barnabas but went home early to Jerusalem
(Acts 13:13). Mark was closely connected with Paul and Peter. It seems that he was mentored
by Paul originally and then later on by Peter. It’s likely that Mark probably used Peter as the
personal source for his gospel. You can find more information about Mark in the book of Acts
because of the author Luke mentioning him often.
In contrast to the Gospel of Matthew, which strongly focused it’s writing towards Jewish
people, Mark wrote with a distinct Roman feel. This could mean that Mark was in Rome with
Peter writing down all of Peter’s recollections before his death. When you read the Gospel of
Mark you get a sense of urgency in his writing that is always moving you forward, getting you
to look ahead at Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection. Mark uses the word, immediately, 39 times
showing you how much Jesus had to accomplish in his short years of ministry on this earth.
The main theme of the Gospel of Mark is, Jesus as Servant. Jesus didn’t come as a great
political figure, He came as a servant. A challenge Jesus gave throughout the Gospel of Mark
was to get your focus off of yourself and instead look for ways to serve and love those around
you. In Mark 10:45 Jesus said,
“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a
ransom for many.”
In Mark’s Gospel you see Jesus power and compassion thru all of the miracles He performed.
Jesus came as a servant to not only meet peoples physical needs but also their spiritual. The
ways in which Jesus served pointed to the purpose for His coming to earth and that was to
serve you ultimately thru His death and resurrection. Jesus is your model for living life…serve
others the way He did.

Mark starts off his book talking about Jesus’ cousin, John The Baptist who was sent to prepare
the way for the Messiah. John was given the job of going before Jesus and proclaiming His
good news of coming as the Messiah. Mark 1:1, 14-15,
“The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God…
After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. ‘The
time has come,’ he said. ‘The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good
news!’”
Three times in those verses you read the words, good news. Also note that in Mark’s Gospel as
well as Matthew’s you read of the need for repentance from sin and belief in who Jesus is as
the Savior of the world.
During Jesus time on this earth you see Him taking the time to minister and serve others, even
in His busy schedule. The following passage is Mark’s version of Jesus feeding the 5000+ men,
women and children.
“The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and taught. Then,
because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance to
eat, he said to them, ‘Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.’
So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. But many who saw them leaving
recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. When Jesus
landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep
without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things.
By this time it was late in the day, so his disciples came to him. ‘This is a remote place,’ they
said, ‘and it’s already very late. Send the people away so that they can go to the surrounding
countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.’
But he answered, ‘You give them something to eat.’
They said to him, ‘That would take more than half a year’s wages! Are we to go and spend that
much on bread and give it to them to eat?’
‘How many loaves do you have?’ he asked. ‘Go and see.’
When they found out, they said, ‘Five and two fish.’
Then Jesus directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on the green grass. So
they sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and
looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to his disciples
to distribute to the people. He also divided the two fish among them all. They all ate and were
satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. The
number of the men who had eaten was five thousand.” Mark 6:30-44 NIV
Do you take the time to serve and love others like Jesus did? Often I can be guilty of making
excuses because of being too busy or even tired, but Jesus never made excuses. He simply
served those around Him. In Mark 9:35 Jesus wanted to make sure His disciples knew how

important it was to be known as a servant. “Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and
said, ‘Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last, and the servant of all.” Mark 9:35
That is the opposite of what the world teaches today. You are taught to make a name for
yourself and become someone great. Jesus is only interested in servant leaders among His
followers.
Jesus was always teaching people as He served them. When Jesus performed miracles He
asked a lot of thought provoking questions and even taught them of things that were to come.
One verse that stands out from this Gospel, is Mark 8:31 when Jesus was with His disciples.
“He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by
the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after
three days rise again.” Mark 8:31
Jesus told His disciples exactly what was going to happen to Him and yet when you read the
end of the Gospels after His crucifixion you see so many of them confused and even scared.
They had forgotten what He had taught them and the good news He had left with them before
He even died. The good news was that He was going to rise again.
How often do you get too easily discouraged and down as a follower of Jesus and forget all of
the good news He has left with you? Jesus will return for those who are His and that is the
greatest news ever. Don’t be like the disciples and forget the truth that you are gleaning from
God’s Word. Hide it in your heart daily so that when discouraging and depressing news is
being told in this world, you can remind yourself of the good news that is found in Jesus Christ
and His Word.
Everyone likes hearing good news and I would take it further to say, especially children. Their
faces light up when you tell them something new and exciting. Mark made a strong emphasis
in his writing on the importance of sharing this Gospel/good news with children. Part of the
reason for this is because children will believe more easily what you tell them than adults will.
Adults want to have all the facts, ask lots of questions and all around have a harder time
believing the good news of the Gospel. Children on the other hand are much more open to
receiving this good news of Jesus, placing their faith and trust in Him. Mark refers to this as
having a childlike faith. Read the following passages and notice how important children were to
Jesus.
“He took a little child whom he placed among them. Taking the child in his arms, he said to
them, ‘Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever
welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.’” Mark 9:36-37
“People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but the
disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, ‘Let the little
children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as
these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will

never enter it.’ And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed
them.” Mark 10:13-16
If you have never accepted this Gospel/good news of Jesus as Savior for yourself, do it today.
There is hope for you and your problem with sin. Romans 3:23 says, “For all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God.”
You have missed the mark of being good enough to get to heaven on your own because you
were born with a sin nature. You want your own way instead of God’s way. Your way leads to
death and separation from God forever. God’s way (Jesus) leads to eternal life forever in
heaven with Jesus. Today, humble yourself before Him, repent of your sin and have the faith of
a child like Jesus said by believing and trusting in Jesus’ death and resurrection to save you
from your sins punishment.
Your greatest need is to have an encounter with Jesus, but you have to be willing to come out
of hiding and come to Him.
Brothers and sisters, part of being a servant is denying yourself, your wants and desires. Jesus
said in Mark 8:34-38,
“‘Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow
me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for
the gospel will save it. What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their
soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? If anyone is ashamed of me and my
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when
he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.’” Mark 8:34-38
Mark closes out his Gospel with a command from Jesus,
“He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.’” Mark 16:15
I don’t think there could be a better command to obey than to go and preach the good news
of Jesus Christ. Now that you know the good news of the gospel, go share it with someone.

WEEK 3: LUKE
When I have good news to share it’s hard to keep it to myself. I remember the night Jonathan
asked me to marry him in downtown Chicago, I felt like shouting so the whole city could hear
that my answer was, YES! After our marriage and two moves, the next big news I couldn’t wait
to share was the arrival of our first child. As time went on and we had more children, I watched
them grow and continued to share the news of getting their first tooth, learning to crawl, then
to walk, saying their first words and so on. It’s easy for me to get excited about the little
achievements in my children's life. Like when my son came home from school to tell me that he
had passed a test. My response to the good news…dance party to celebrate! I still get excited
about their achievements and want to share the good news with others so they can celebrate
too.
I have been challenging you to live by the word, Gospel which means good news. The good
news of Jesus Christ who took on human form and came to this sinful earth to die on the cross,
taking the punishment for your sin and then rose back to life on the third day. That good news
is something to celebrate and it should motivate you to share it with others.
Why do you and I often shy away from sharing this good news? Is it fear of being laughed at or
rejected? My prayer for you at the end of the month is to be motivated to live by the word,
Gospel everyday as you share the good news of Jesus. No one can stop you from this except
yourself. The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the best news you could tell anyone.
This week you are looking at the Gospel according to Luke. Luke is only mentioned 3 times in
the Bible. The little we know of Luke is given to us by the Apostle Paul in some of his letters
(Colossians 4, 2 Timothy 4, Philemon 1). Luke is also the author of the book of Acts. Paul refers
to Luke as a, fellow laborer in Philemon 1:24. Luke had joined Paul on his second missionary
journey that is recorded in Acts 16.
Luke is the only author in the New Testament who was not a Jew, but a Gentile. He wrote with
a much larger audience in mind. Luke wanted the good news of Jesus and His salvation to be
known not just among the Jewish people but also to the Gentiles.
Matthew gave a full genealogy of Jesus at the beginning of his book to help the Jewish people
understand that Jesus their Messiah was a Jew by tracing him all the way back to Abraham.
Luke on the other hand gave a full genealogy as well for his readers but unlike Matthew, Luke
traced Jesus line all the way back to Adam and ultimately to God to show that Jesus was the
Messiah and Savior for not just the Jews but for all people (Luke 3:23-38).
While we don’t know much about Luke a few things we do know is that he was a Doctor
according to Paul in Colossians 4:14, “Our dear friend Luke, the doctor, and Demas send
greetings.” This helps you understand the emphasis Luke puts on Jesus’ healing miracles in his
Gospel. He wanted people to know Jesus as the Great Physician. Luke was a very humble man.

He never mentions himself as the author of either of his books. He doesn’t even say that he
was a Doctor, Paul tells you that. Luke just wanted people to know the truth of who Jesus is.
The Gospel of Luke starts with these words,
“Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among
us, just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and
servants of the word. With this in mind, since I myself have carefully investigated everything
from the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account for you, most
excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.”
Luke 1:1-4
Luke would not have been with Jesus during his time here on earth, so about 50% of his writing
came from the Gospel of Mark. He is not trying to outdo the other Gospel writers, he simply
wants to provide his Gentile audience with careful details in the ways of Jewish traditions and
customs so that they would more clearly understand Jesus’ plan of salvation.
Some of you may wonder who Theophilus is. The Bible never tells who this man is except that
Luke specifically addresses his Gospel to him. The way in which Luke addresses him as, most
excellent Theophilus, could indicate that he was a man of high standing.
The main theme for Luke’s Gospel is that you would know Jesus being full of compassion,
caring for the poor, marginalized and oppressed in that culture. Specifically the Samaritans,
Gentiles and women.
Another point that Luke makes is the importance of repentance. Matthew and Mark both start
their Gospels writing how John the Baptist and Jesus preached a message of repentance and
belief in Jesus as the Savior from sin. Luke waits until chapter 15 and then really hones in on
the need for repentance from Jesus teaching in the following 3 parables.
Luke 15
“Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. But the Pharisees
and the teachers of the law muttered, ‘This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.’
Then Jesus told them this parable: ‘Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of
them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he
finds it? And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls
his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ ‘I
tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.’
The Parable of the Lost Coin
Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep the
house and search carefully until she finds it? And when she finds it, she calls her friends and
neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ ‘In the same way, I

tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who
repents.’
The Parable of the Lost Son
Jesus continued: ‘There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father,
‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them.
Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and
there squandered his wealth in wild living. After he had spent everything, there was a severe
famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to
a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach
with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.
When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to
spare, and here I am starving to death! I will set out and go back to my father and say to him:
Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your
son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ So he got up and went to his father.
But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him;
he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.
The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer
worthy to be called your son.’
But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a
ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a
feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is
found.’ So they began to celebrate.
Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and
dancing. So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. ‘Your brother has
come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe
and sound.’
The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with
him. But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never
disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my
friends. But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes
home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’
‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. But we had to
celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost
and is found.’”
What I want you to see and understand in these 3 parables that Jesus taught is, repentance
comes first and then rejoicing. I highlighted those few verses to show that rejoicing cannot
happen until repentance is experienced. More often than not the church is getting this
backwards today. There is much hype and celebration made after you repeat a prayer at a
church service, but my question is, was there ever real repentance that happened? Do you ever
hear the word repentance spoken anymore? Repentance means to have sincere regret and

remorse over your sin. Do we stress the need anymore for people to experience remorse for
their sin? Or do we brush over that part quickly because it makes us feel uncomfortable and
requires us to see our sin the way God does?
Because God is holy He cannot have sin in His presence. The wrath of God was poured out on
His Son Jesus for you because your sin had to be punished.
Friends, repentance is one of the most beautiful words because when you truly experience
what it means to have remorse and regret over your sin, you more fully understand the beauty
of who God is and the grace and mercy that was shown to you thru Jesus’ death on your
behalf.
I would take it even further to say that repentance is a strong Gospel word. When you are
repentant, admitting and regretting your sin, then you experience the good news of what Jesus
did for you in taking your punishment. When true repentance is had, it requires a 180 from the
way you were living, turning away from your sin and choosing instead to live as a fully, devoted
follower of Jesus.
Now the celebration and party can begin!!!! I would love to see the celebrating and rejoicing
that happens in heaven every time a sinner repents. It has to be one of the best sights ever.
This reminds me that if there are big celebrations happening in heaven, then followers of Jesus
should be celebrating in a big way when someone repents and turns to Jesus? I am all about
celebrating, but you must be careful to celebrate true repentance.
Many people have been given a fall assurance of their eternity with Jesus because they have
never truly repented for their sin. If that is you, it’s not too late. Repent today, recognizing your
sin and that all your good things are even as filthy rags to God. Isaiah 64:6 says, “All of us have
become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up
like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away.”
There is always hope found in Jesus. Luke 19:10 tells you, “For the Son of Man came to seek
and to save the lost.” Friend, that is you. Jesus came looking to save you. Luke quotes Peter in
his sermon found in Acts 3:19 saying, “Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be
wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord.” Do you want to be set free from
your sin and refreshed in the Lord? Repent of your sin today and let the celebration begin!
I think it’s safe to say we all like hearing good news and celebrating with friends. There could
be no better news to celebrate than someone who understands the Gospel for the first time
and repents of their sin.

Luke closes out his Gospel with the words of Jesus in 24:46-47, “He told them, ‘This is what is
written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance for
the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.’”
Remember, repentance comes first and then rejoicing.
"Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance and patience, not
realizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance?” Romans 2:4

WEEK 4: JOHN
When I speak or write I want you to believe that what I am saying or writing is true. In order to
help you believe it is true, I have to provide proof and evidence for what I am claiming to be
the truth. Today you will wrap up the month on the word, Gospel. Gospel means the good
news of Jesus Christ who was given as a sacrifice for the sins of mankind. This good news was
also written about by the disciple, John and is the last of the four Gospels.
John’s audience for this Gospel was Jews. He focused a lot of his writing on the deity of Jesus
to show that Jesus is God, the Son of God and a part of trinity. The Jews had a hard time (and
still do) accepting Jesus as their Messiah, hence why they wanted Him crucified. They believe
Jesus was a good prophet but not their Messiah and certainly not God. They do not believe
that Jesus fulfilled the messianic prophecies in the Old Testament. However, when you read
scripture it is clear to see that Jesus fulfilled over 300 prophecies.
John wanted to prove to them that Jesus is their Messiah. His goal in writing is summed up in
the second to last chapter of his book, John 20:30-31. “Jesus performed many other signs in
the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that
you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may
have life in his name.”
In order to help them believe these claims that Jesus made are true, John gives much evidence
in his Gospel. You will read lots of scripture that uses the word, believe. Everything John wrote
was so that they would believe and trust that Jesus is the Son of God who can give them
eternal life.
John was one of Jesus’ 12 disciples. He was an eye witness to Jesus’ ministry. John refers to
himself as, the disciple whom Jesus loved. In making this statement 6 different times in his
book (John 13:23, 19:26, 20:2, 21:7, 21:20 & 21:24), it could seem that John was a prideful
man, but I believe the reason for this was because John was extremely confident in Jesus love
for him.
The Gospel of John stands out different from the first three Gospels that were known as the
“Synpotic Gospels.” This means that they were similar in a lot of ways and included a lot of the
same events, miracles and parables. John’s Gospel does not record any parables but instead
focuses more on Jesus miracles and His ministry in Jerusalem. This is in contrast to the first
three Gospels that focused more on His ministry in Galilee.
Each of the four Gospels has a different origin of Jesus.
- Matthew focuses on Jesus coming from Abraham to show that He was the Messiah promised
in the Old Testament.
- Mark shows Jesus came from Nazareth to communicate that He is a Servant.
- Luke emphasized that Jesus came from Adam to show He is the perfect man.

- John wrote that Jesus came from heaven proving that He is God.
Pastor David Guzik of the Enduring Word Commentary says, “The Gospel of John is a beloved
gospel. Because of its paradoxical combination of both simplicity and depth, John has been
called ‘a pool in which a child may wade and an elephant may swim.’”
There is much for you to glean and learn from in John’s Gospel. The following verses have
been specifically chosen from John’s writing for you to see the emphasis he puts on believing
Jesus is the promised Messiah who brings about eternal life. Just as you saw earlier of the
importance John makes on the deity of Jesus, that is how he starts out his book.
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was
with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made
that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” John 1:1-5
“Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God.” John 1:12
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn
the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but
whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the
name of God’s one and only Son.” John 3:16-18
“The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the
earth, and speaks as one from the earth. The one who comes from heaven is above all. He
testifies to what he has seen and heard, but no one accepts his testimony. Whoever has
accepted it has certified that God is truthful. For the one whom God has sent speaks the words
of God, for God gives the Spirit without limit. The Father loves the Son and has placed
everything in his hands. Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the
Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on them.” John 3:31-36
“Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and
will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life.” John 5:24
These next verses are Peter’s confession of faith in Jesus. Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to
whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and to know
that you are the Holy One of God.” John 6:68-69 Six times in chapter 6 Jesus says that He
“came down” from heaven.
“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even
though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?’”
John 11:25-26

The next few passages of scripture include another disciple named Thomas. I want to spend a
little time focusing on Jesus’ conversations specifically with Thomas. Another name that people
have given Thomas is, “Doubting Thomas”. He had a hard time believing some of the things
Jesus said. This doesn’t make Thomas any less of a disciple. You can be thankful that these
discussions with Thomas are recorded because many of you have probably struggled in the
same way he did. The first passage is when Jesus and His disciples are enjoying The Lord’s
Supper before the Passover. Jesus gives them some comforting words.
“‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My Father’s house
has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a
place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with
me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going.’
Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?’
Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me…’
‘Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the
evidence of the works themselves. Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the
works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going
to the Father.” John 14:1-6, 11-12
Now skip ahead to chapter 20 and you find Thomas with Jesus again. The last words Thomas
say shows that He believed Jesus was not just his Lord but also God.
“On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors
locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be
with you!’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were
overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.’ And with
that he breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, their
sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.’
Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when
Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord!’
But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails
were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.’
A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you!’ Then he
said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my
side. Stop doubting and believe.’
Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and my God!’
Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have believed.’” John 20:19-29

Jesus wanted to move Thomas from doubt and unbelief to faith and belief that He had come
back to life, defeating sin once and for all. The last few words of that passage are encouraging
for followers of Jesus. Thomas would not believe until he saw with his own eyes and touched
Jesus with his hands. Jesus says you are blessed (favored and protected) who have not seen
Him and still believe that He is the Messiah who came to save you.
Believing = Life. Believing is trusting in, relying on and clinging to Jesus with all that you are.
Knowing that you have a problem of sin that can only be made right by the blood of Jesus,
God’s perfect Son, I urge you today to BELIEVE on Jesus Christ as your Savior from sin. He is
the only way that you can have eternal life in heaven. If you choose not to believe, the only
other place you will go when you die is to hell. The worst part about that is you will be
separated from God forever. Choose life today by repenting of your sin and believing in Jesus
death and resurrection for you. This is the good news of the Gospel.
The word believe is written over 100 times in John’s Gospel. This makes up almost half of how
many times it is written in the entire New Testament.
As you close out this month living by the word, Gospel I pray that you will be challenged not
just to know this good news of Jesus, but to believe and receive it for yourself and then to
share it with others.
“Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in
this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” John 20:30-31
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